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Chernova A.V. «The Polish Factor» in the 
Formulation and Implementation of EU Policy 
towards Ukraine in 1991–2011.

Summary: The article outlines the reasons and 
factors of Poland’s proactive foreign policy towards 
Ukraine in 1990–2000–s on bilateral level, as well 
as through EU institutions. The author shows that 
Warsaw’s lobbying of Kiev’s European prospects 
stemmed from its desire to gain additional weight in 
Brussels and take leadership positions in the region 
(the so–called Poland’s «Eastern policy»). Three stages 
of Polish and EU policy towards Ukraine are defined: 
from both countries’ independence to the «Orange 
revolution», the period of V. Yushenko’s presidency 
in Ukraine and the contemporary stage after  
B. Komorowski’s election as a president in Poland and 
V. Yanukovich’s – in Ukraine. It’s demonstrated that 
even in the most appropriate period – after Poland’s 
accession to the European Union in 2004 and the 
«Orange revolution» in Ukraine – Kiev’s prospects of 
EU membership never materialized, nevertheless, new 
Ukraine’s government continues to seek for integration 
in the European community.
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